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Would Strangle lb Own Child.
» LL friends and advocates of disarmament will

jM regret to see the New York World throw
away credit due it in disarmament and lessen

its usefulness, through mere partisanship. No other
influence was greater, there was no other factor of
greater effectiveness in arousing public opinion in
favor of the Borah resolution for disarmament than
fliat of the World. It shared the honors with SenatorBorah.

But in an effort to discredit President Harding's
administration and belittle the diplomacy of SecretaryHughes, it turns on the conference. It takes
the-peculiar and wholly unwarranted position that
disarmament should >tand alone and alone be conaidercd,and that it is endangered by the inclusion
of the problems of the Pacific. This is to say I hat
|ionc of the causes of armament must be considered
in fjjrhing an agreement to disarm. .

these differences can be settled: if an agreeliicpcjnnPacific policies can be reached, disarmamentwill follow as of course. But any agreement
for. disarmament would be valueless until all those
Jtoternments having interests in the Kast can agree
ttpou a mutual policy, social, political and economic.
$s long as immigration is left to rankle as an

Open sore with no healing; as long as the "open
<ifX*".remains undefined; as long as Japan's "paramofljijinterest" on the mainland is a matter of disputeand of force; as long as Shantung and Yap are

left as unsolved problems, until there is a definite
nndertanding and fixed Eastern policy acceptable to
all governments that have territorial interests there,
and that can include all governments dijiirmament
will remain a tune to be whistled to milestones.

Maximillian Harden has the right view, that of
genuine statesmanship, when he says: "The conferenceat Washington and the treaties that emanatefrom it, must be the birth certificates of a new

jjorld order. « » * The conference will open
aiuch more auspiciously than that of Versailles for
goodrW'ill not trickery, reason not force and vengeancewill dominate." From it must come, if
anything, a real new birth in international affairs.
It will concern, in words, but the Pacific, but it
trill fix a policy as Harden says, applicable to all
<he world, to India and Africa, to South America
and Europe equally as to Asia.
* It will determine a world policy as to trade,
jougtqfrce and the rights of foreign governments
«n -aM" other countries than their own. It will fix
1! world policy for the development of less occupied
regions. Japan will not be asked to concede any(hin^notgranted to her. If Australia, Canada and
<be Ignited States are to be the exclusive habitats

f the white race to the exclusion of the yellow,
Japan and China can be equally the lands of the

j-ellotj race with a like exclusion of the white. No
one has to live with another, to do business with
him

Too much may be expected of the conference;
far more than may come from it alone. But howivejffar it gets, it will be just that far toward permanentdisarmament by making armament useless.
Moreover, the World might claim that it was a

tetoifoition of the continuing value to be had from
tkc constant contact of the great powers, and the
Uitcrmittant gathering together of all governments
'.nnlgl' the League, a league, or an associaiton of
njliuilS. Conferences would not then have to be
Vailed and wade through long preliminaries; they
Stould be held as a consequence of the natural
course of events. Rack of armaments always lies
gB>pirion, and suspicion always, al-o. lies. Its cure

ii close association and resultant understanding.

lust now it doe« not seem possible there

(
can ever have been or ever will be such a

flung as winter sports. Even as a vision, it lias
melted into a sweaty pool.

Shifting Taxes.

THERE is one thing upon which all agree in
the many plans for Federal tax revision.

That is that the other fellow should pay the tax.
Each group wishes it on some other group. Each
is quite sure the best way is to let the other fellow
pay it. The only ones willing to pay any part in
the first instance, arc those who can easily pass it
along. This does not tend to simplify the work of
Congress, yet it is the most familiar of all conditions.

But in the midst of all the conflict of judgments
there is quite unanimous agreement that the tax on

freights should be abolished. Possibly the reason

for this is that every person helps pay it, save the
artificial person that collects it. There may be
some very good reasons for retaining, or even increasingthe tax on high, class freights, where the
amount chargeable against the single article should
make little or no difference in the price to the
user. But it should be entirely removed from commodities,or bulk freight.

This would be a direct relief to agriculture, to

mining, to lumber and certain other building materials.It would reflect in an increase of price to

the agricultural producers and enable them to move

and sell many bulk products, that it does not now

pay to ship. It would help revive the milling end
of the metal industry. It would help revive building.Jointly with a readjustment, as well as a reasonablereduction in freights, one or both of which
i- in the near future, this would do most to revive
industry and stimulate foreign markets, than any
tither agency.
, It would also, greatly help to reemploy the
thousands of idle cars and the one greatest national
employer and consumer is the railroads. We do
not believe any factor of tax revision is more to
be desired than this relief to help a revival of trans-jw>rtation.Increase of letter postage, stamps pn

uyy^hccks and like stamp taxes, arc chafes
spread and quite certainly borne in pro*

/.

portion by those most able. They ire not to be
counted.

_
They 'ftamper the freest flow of business,

but they do not burden business nor consumption.
They are taxes on business and after all is said
the choice must come as between taxes on business
and on consumption, while a tax on consumption is
but an indirect tax on business.

Why a conference, if there is nothing t6

Yap about?

Tip Message.
PRESIDENT Harding has asked Congress to

approve a settlement reached with the railroads.They owe the government and the governmentowes them. Their debt to the governmen: is
on capital account, representing investment and
expenditures usually financed through loans. It
is entirely proper, therefore, that these debts should
be expressed in interest-bearing securities with 10

years' time for payment.
The obligations of the government to the roads

arc to be paid in cash through the War Finance
Corporation, which can in turn place the railroad
securities with the banks and recoup its funds. It
is all a matter of customary financing entirely
familiar, not requiring an appropriaation nor in|volving the Treasury. It will enable the railroads
to pay their debts, contract for new equipment and
repairs, and give a decided impulse to the recovery
of industry.

The President, also, recognizing the urgent capitalneeds of agriculture, recommends as a substitutefor the Morris bill, the broadened use of the
War Finance Corporation. It is functioning. It is
a going concern. It is rfrady and was organized to

do among other things, cxactly what is proposed
by the corporation, which would be authorized by
the Norris bilj. Why have both; why have two?

Moreover, the Finance Corporation is a temporaryagency, lor emergencies, and the condition
ot agriculture is both temporary and an emergency
where delays arc most to be avoided. The President
lias suggested a happy solution in this substitute.
Ultimately the farmers should organize and pro
vide their own capital. This experience will demonstratethe need, show them how, provide the exampleand yet not permanently turn their business i

over to the government.
The message presents these solutions of two

vexing conditions and will greatly help in placing
business once more in a position of sanity and sta- |
bility. Two bad obstructions will be removed and
the stimulous is alreadv felt.

The proposal of a tariff on oil raised an

awful honk-honk.

This District in Congress.
THE Herald has had occasion to say that the

committees for the District of Columbia of

j this Congress have a new attitude toward District
| affairs. They are much more interested than former
committees, they are giving District matters much
more thorough, a broader, more careful consideration.Wc credit this partly to the character of
the men who make up these committees and partly
to the greater and more active interest the people
oi the District are taking in their own affairs. For
the latter condition, the Citizens' Associations arc

| the chief factor.
Of the House committee Representatives Lampert,Hammer, Kunz, Keller and Blanton form a J

staunch, hard-working, earnest and sincere quin-
tette, who as fully realize their responsibilities to

this District, as to their own. With them have cooperatedRepresentatives Sprout, Fizgerald and
O'Brien. These members have given especial study
and attention to the street railway merger, which is
altogether the mos important and involved District
problem now before Congress. This problem has
appealed to them because they are of that character
of men who naturally think in terms of the people.

They are fair, unprejudiced toward corporaItions and constitutionally honest. They do not like
subterfuges and inevitably turn against anything
that has the smudges of the subtile or crooked.
They naturally, too, are leaders and workers. Otherson the committee give them their support and
are of their kind, but because of other demands, are

not so active. But there are still others who just
as naturally think in terms of corporations, as these

| men do in terms of the folks; whose sympathies
are as naturally with big business, and with those
who represent it, as are those of these others with
the many who have to pay the bills to fatten the

j dividends.The Herald has no grouch against corporations
and big business, nor have these Congressmen we

have named, but we believe they arc entitled to be
remembered as not specifically representing^ them
and as recognizing that wealth caq better take care

of itself than can the unorganized mass who pay
thr bills. Wealth can hire attorneys and pay a

lobby. The plain folks can do neither, and do
neither. *

Everybody Happy But Uncle.

THE Hon. Ogdcn D. Mills, of New York, has
introduced a revnuc bill which at least has

the charm and attractiveness of novcity He proposesto flop the income tax to a spending tax.
Instead of taxing incomes, he would tax spendings.
Instead of a tax on what a ma.i yta during the
year, he would take the government's share out of
what he Epenos.

It is rather gently applied. S;.<;s.!e t.cisons would
pay only on the excess over y^".-.oo exemption.
The exemption for the married would be $4,000.
In addition there is exempt as not living expenses,
all business overhead, including personal salaries,
taxes paid, and assessments, gifts and contributions;
medicines and medical services, etc.; funeral costs;
investments in deposits, loans, securities and real
estate, and premiums on insurance. It is rather a

bilL to promote thrift, than for revenue, and if
automobiles were included in the exemptions,
every one would be happy except the government
that would be in the present position of many
people.without income to pay for the necessities.

It would induce every one.unless the very
rich.to spend less and invest more. No family
that could bring its living costs down to $4,000 to

$5,000. would need to pay any tax. The most povertystricken individual in all the country would be
Uncle Sam. It also seems that the man who owns

his home would pay nothing on account of rent,
while in many cities rent, which Mr. Mills would
tax, reaches from a fourth to more of the family
income. It would be such a premium on home
owning as would sicken the rental agents and make
the realtor all smiles. Mr. Mills' bill is now at home
plate and first base is a long way off. Not even

Gen. Dawes could operate the government with its
revenue.

Gen. Dawes is but more outspoken than
Gen. R. £. Morse.

According to current comment, the tariff bill
is a game of "buck, £mck, who'll get the buck."

*
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NEW YORK. July J7..Upper
Fifth avenue, from the Plaia fountainto the Carnegie home in the
Ninetieth is known as Millionaire'*
Row. an ephemera] title indeed, for
many who count their wealth In the
mllliona are residing on Madison.
Park and other avenues to the eastward.
Yet there are enough millionaires

left on the Row to make it Interestingfor yap wagon tourists. Just
now the servants, living in the
basements, are the sole occupants
of the fine mansions. A peep at the
big drawing rooms reveals that
they have lost their Chlppendalian
air and in their summer coverings
suggest the Roman bath*

In the winter the servants are
buried in the dark recesses of the
basement, but now the men In their
shirt sleeves and stubby p^>es and
the women in loose wrappers sit out
on teh steps or In the little courts
staring rather haughtily at the
bourgeoisie.
Children romp behind the grilled

doors and on the short stretehe* of
lawn. .Not little Lord Fauntelroys
with bright sashes nor Gwendolyns
in silk and chiffon but smudgy
faced kiddies that are known generallyin the neighborhood as
"brats."
One g#»t» a good idea of what a

butler looks likf without his scenery.And the chic French maids are
on the corners exchanging complimentswith tho corner policemen.
Fifth avenue takes on somewhat the
atmosphere of Third. Herman, the
delicatessen dealer, around tho
corner may be a privileged and
honored guest at a little below

stairsparty. Or Al. the Ice man.
may drop in to take Kitty the cook
to the movies.

Just the other week a mistress
of a Fifth avenue home came unexpectedlydown from Newport to
attend a play. She put up at a
hotel but wanted a light evening
wrap and had her escort run her up
to her town house in/his limousine.

hen she entered her drawing room
a craps frame was in progress with
three maids of her entourage lookingon while wearing her recently
imported French dinner frocks.
The t raps game came to a wudden

halt while all hands went on the
run for all the smelling salts, cordials,eau de cologne and sal volatilein the neighborhood for the
swooning mistress. When she came
to all she could do was to make
a mild protest. For good servants
are hard to find anil after she departedit is said the party resumed.Such is life on Millionaire's
Row.when the millionaires are

away!

I dined at Wolpin's the other
evening. It is the restaurant of the
vaudeville folk where some wag has
said they check their wooden shoes
at the door. They have a young
blond waiter there who is called
"Stupid." He is the butt of all the
wise-cracking young actors, but
when their funds are low they go
to him for small loans and he expresseshis stupidity by charging 20
per cent interest a week. Incidentallyhe has been the financial
angel for two successful vaudeville
acts which are now retting him
about $75 a week each. 'Great guys,
these hams," he told me. "They
call me 'Stupid* and play practical
jokes and then feel so sorry that
they give me big tips. Great to be
stupid !*

It is a narrow little hutch-like
shop i nthe heart of the Fifth
avenue shopping district. Eight
clerks stand elbow* to elbow making
quick sales from morning until
night. Sounds like it might be a

doughnut shop or an orange drink
booth. But it sells cheap jewelry
of every description. And that is
all. The customers are of the demimondevariety.who want to make
a dazzling flash perhaps. And the
jewelry tarnishes with about the
same speed as the love affairs.

rjz io
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Whatthe Stars Indicate
f>N X It*1#)

TfvrnsnAT, JVtY 28, ini.

(Copyright, 1W1, by UK"lure Newspaper
Syndicate. J

The morning of this day is nol
fortunate, according to astrology
but afternoon the stars are helpful
The Sun, Venus, Saturn and Neptuneare all adverse, while Uranui
and Mercury are in benefic aspect

It will be wise to pursue the usual
lines of activity while this configurationprevails and any effort tc
secure promotion or prefement it
likely to be unlucky.
Those who seek positions should

defer any sort of initiative. Claimi
for appointments also should not b<
pured until planetary aspect!
change.
Women are subject to most disconcertingand. disturbing influences.They should seek poise anc

serenity.
This is not a lucky wedding day

since Neptune may thwart under
standing and sympathy.
Romance will not thrive, excepi

through letters today and associationwill be conductive to quarreli
and jealousy.
Women are warned that upor

them is placed large responsibility
in making the world better and th<
sers remind them that there hai
been a growth of vanity and lov<
of admiration that is destructive t<
'high ideals.

Advertising is subject to the bes
sort of a direction today, makini
for profit and success.

Publicity is to be more In deman<
than ever before and newspapers*
are to become even stronger thai
they have been in the iywer the:
wield.
Uranus gives promise of sanet

views on life than those that hav
been exploited since the war. foi
the decline of world madness ap
pears to have been rapid sine
spring.

Persons whose blrthdate it is hav«
the augury of a fortunate yeai
They should avoid worry and kee]
the health In order.
Children born on this day may b

restless and unsettled but talente*
and industrious. They are subject
of Cancer and their principal rule
is the Moon.

*
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Queries for Justinian.
To th* Editor. Th« Washington HeraM:

I have no quarrel with Justinian
when he proposes to drink such dry
toasts as "Old England, with all thy
faults. I love thee itlll" or "May her
sun never set." as a man's sympa- (
thias and feelings *re at hia own

disposal, and I believe that he,
should be allowed to indulge them
to the fullest extent as long as he
keep» within the law. He makes
two broad statements, however, j
which, though frequently heard

j nowadays, have never been entirely
substantiated, and. as Justinian*
says that he does not like generali- j
ties we will endeavor to give a few j
particular points that seem to negativehis contentions.

j First, he makes the statement
that "England has had more influenceIn the advancement of clviljisatioa than any other nation." Here
at laaat are some grounds for dfs(pute. Up to the time of the Norman
conquest the Saxon inhabitants of
England were a self-centered,
churlish lot, and nowhere outside
of England can be found any trace
of a distinct or worthy achievement
to act as a monument to their great-
ness or culture. This Is said in full

j view of the achievements of Alfred.
Edward the Conqueror, and the few
other illustrious names that have
come down to us in history, and the
writer will welcome, but does not
fear successful contradiction by
Justinian or any other.

Perhaps it will be argued that
this Is going too far back, and that
the English have only made them-
selves felt in more modern times.
Let us examine this. From the
coming of William the Conqueror to

the close of the reign of Henry VII
the entire period, with but very few
intervals, was occupied with a seriesof civil wars, and occasional
expeditions against France that
gave but vary little scope for
spreading the blessings of civilizationin foreign lands. To be,sure
there were the expeditions of RichardCoeur-de-Uon against the
Saracens, but as every Christian
nation in Europe was represented in
theae crusades, and all efforts to
recover the holy sepulchre were in
vain. England did not gain many
laurels except such as fell to the
Jot of the valorous Richard I.

It was also during this period
that King John, after rebelling
against his father, contriving the
imprisonment of his brother, Richard.and causing the fou? murder of

I the son of his brother. Geoffry. was

compelled to sign Magna Charta by
the more progressive of the nobles
and churchmen. Of how much c.onisequence were the blessings prom.Ised in that gr^at document the

1 later record of John and his tyran.nical successors are the best evl»dence. The reigns of Henry VIII.
i Mary and Elisabeth, were devoted

to religious persecutions of a most

1 revolting type and again the op,portunlties for spreading those
, blessings further afield were lost in
, the effort to put down heresy at
home. Out of the reign of Elisa.beth two figures stand gloriously

. apart.Walter Raleigh and William
Shakespeare. Against these, and
any lesser lights that may be consideredas representing the best of
that period, Cranmer. Cromwell and
Drake may be set down as representingthe worst that bigotry or

brutality could produce.
t

The successive reigns of the
Stuart monarchs form a chapter of
English history which few Englishmenand no Scotchmen take any

r pride In recalling, and'that brings
6 us down to the close of the seveniteenth century when the ancestors
9 of the present King assumed the
> crown. Meantime the other nations

of Europe had been busy colonising
t foreign landa.the Spanish and
f Portuguese in South America, the
French in North America and India.

I the Putch in Africa and the East
b and West Indies, and even among
i English historians it is generally
f conceded that the methods adopted

later by the British in securing
r lordship over some of these colonies
6 insisted of burnings, butcherings.
p hangings and such 'other disciplin.ar>' measures as British warriors

e considered effectual in spreading
the blessings of civilisation.

a
To seise and hold by force of

arTn" territory belonging to another
nation, to tax the subject peoples to
the point of starvationv and extinction.to fall to provide them with
proper means of educating them®j selves, to murder them In cold blood
by hundreds can scarcely be con*sldered conducive to modern civilisation,and yet these are exactly
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conditions under which England
i" today holding India, while they
encourage the practice of the same
creej by their Japanese allies in
Shantung. Manchuria and Korea. In
view of this record It is only fair
that Justinian should explain In just
what particular the English record
for civilized advancement is su-

perior to the French. Spanish.
Dutch, Danish or Scandinavian
achievements, and Open Court read*
ers will doubtless expect him to
.do so.

J Justinian also states that "EnglandIs the mother of the United
States." When It is borne in mind
that the original settlers, including I
the cavaliers of the Southern states
and the Pilgrims and Puritans of
New England were compelled to
leave England in order to. be al- !
lowed to practice their religious be-
liefs. It is unfair to give the gov-
eminent of England any consider-
able share of the credit due for
their contributions to civilisation.
They severed their connection with
Great Britain in the Revolutionary
war. and there are few of their
descendants taking any active part
in reviving so-called ties of blood
and kindred with the present generationof Englishmen. Most of the
"hands across the sea** advocates
are born Englishmen, or are not
more than one or two generations
removed from the tight little Isle."

Besides. It is well to remember
that out of 117.000,000 inhabitants
there are probably from SO.000.000
to 90.000.000 without a drop of Kng-
llsh blood tn their veins, and even

at that most of them are pretty
good Americans. Should he reply
thai It was from England the
l*nited States secured its code of
laws, let me add that it was also
the attempt to put Into execution
certain English laws that led to the
Revolutionary war. and the inde-
pendenee of these United States, and

(Whatever the cause, the result,does
not reflect much credii either on

British civilisation or British arms.

If I have not been brier, please
remember that Justinian wanted his
opponents to be specific. and. under
the circumstance*. I trust you will

| And the length of my communicationpardonable.
I thank you for your fairness on

all questions.
ROBERT CONROY.

1203 Mount View Place southeast.

How to Bring Peace.
To the Editor. The Washington Herald:

^

One of the largest Arms in the
Vnited State®, whose annual businessin in many time* seven figures,
slips into its letters the following:

*If you would help to make
"Peace between all nations,
"Peace between all races and
"Peace between all classes
"Then join The Scientific Peace

League by 'doing unto others as you
would have them do unto you.'

.C W. J.
" You cannot make peace with

documents. Peace must be made in
the hearts of men.'

Herbert Hoover."
This is a most encouraging sign

of the spirit of business today.
There can be no peace in governments,business, among people or

the home unless "peace is in the
hearts of men."
Another beautiful and growing

custom is among us. namely: addressingeach other as brother and
sister. It is very common in Washington.The sound of mother, father.brother and sister, is truly magneticin its softening influence. How
pleasant business and life will be
if these human influences become
universal?

KLIJAH E KNOTT
The Chevy Chase,

Wsshinsrton. 1>. C.
July 23, 1921

Origin of Churches.
To the Miter. The Waahiagtoa Herald:

It seems as If V. E. Ritas Is not
very well versed In church history
when he bases .his claim that the
Roman Catholic Church is universalon the fact that it (the church)
dates from the time of Christ. All
students of church history know
that the Roman church had its beginningIn about the sixth century,
when the first Pope was elected.

>NE IT
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'he Hera^^ i;
This fart alone destroying Mr.
Ritas' contention of apostolic suc-j(
cession from the time of Christ. |<
Before that time there were no

Popes or Cardinals, the early Chris-
tians depending on the Bible alone
for their religion. If Mr. Ritas can
name any doctrines of the Roman
church practiced at the present time
that were part of the worship of,
these early Christians, or if he can
name any practiced by these same
Christians that are used in the Ko«
man church today, he might have
some ground to stand on. The
Greek Catholic Church is much old- j
er than the Roman.

A BIBLE STUDENT.

Cleaning; Up Avenue.
To Ujc Editor. Tbe Washington Bern id
An editorial in The Herald of.

July 25 speaks of Pennsylvania;
avenue as "tbe most beautiful',
street in all America," which could
be "left to the fullness of its glory"
by the removal of the street car
tracks that now extend from tbe
Capitol to the Treasury. There;
will be no "fullness of its glory."]
nor can it be "the most beautiful
street in all America" so long as!
the lower end of the Avenue is a!
disgrace and an eyesore, lined with
unbeautiful Chinatown, one-story
shops, the environs of the old market.and other unsightly places.*
Clean up these things before you j
try to remove the street car tracks.!

E QUACKENBUSH.
Washington. D. C.

Sting of Asp Fatal.
WHEELING. W. Va.. July 27.. '

Mrs. George Ebberts is dead at a
hospital here from blood poisoning]
caused by the bite of an asp concealedin a bunch of bananas. She
was in a store when the asp leaped
from a bunch of bananas and struck
her on the cheek. She is survived
by her husband and three children.

Wrong Address Given.
Through a typographical error.!

the address of Chesterfield Stewart,
colored, and his wife. Maggie Stewart.who were arrested on Tuesday.)
charged with having taken silverwarevalued at $17 from the Raleigh
Hotel where they were employed,
was printed as 14(2 Church street
northwest. The Stem-arts' address,
however. Is given ah 1452 Church
street northwest on police records.

Woman Held in StabbingAmeliaTurner, colored, was held
for the grand jury yesterday by
{Judge McMahon in Police Court under91.iOO bond on a charge of stab
bing George Harris, also colored.
Harris, who lives at 326 H street
southwest, told the court that the
woman stabbed him as he got off
his wagon and told her that he had
no time for conversation.

Auto Man Adjudged Bankrupt
Louis Hartlg. jr.. an automobile

supply dealer at 1612 Fourteenth
street northwest, was adjudged a

bankrupt yesterday by Justice
H,oehling in Equity Court and the
case referred to Ralph P. Quinter.
a referee. Through Atty. Andrew
Wilson. Hartig listed his liabilities
at $22.482.<7 and his assets at $17.|528.52 The petition was a volun;tary one.

Two Boys Drowned.
XKWBKRN, N. C.. July IT.WalterBunting Mattocks. 21 years old.

son of Mr. and Mrs. E L Mattocks,
of Mayvllle, and a 13-year old son
of W. C. Gerock. a well-known eitl*enof Belgrade, were drowned yesterdayafternoon off Swamson Beach
while bathing.

District Couple Wed.
FREDERICKSBURG. July 17..

Percy I^ee Waldron and Miss Ethel
'Jankins. formerly of Kredericks1burg, now of Washington, came here
and were united In marriage at the
home of the officiating minister. Rev.
E- L Swift. They will make their
home in Washington.

War Worker Marries.
FREDERICKSBURG. July 17..

Miss Alberta Tevnpleman. of StaffordCounty, and Elmer Dootln. of
Wyomlnf, were married In tbl* city
by Rev. K. L. Smith, as bis residence.Miss Templeman bad been
engaged in war work Hi Waabtnst6a
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A low of t,*M human lives it
be Southern States this rear la cos

mtlfrfrestimated by Dr. Jo.
*Ph Oddbtrjtr, dietary dtataw ea.
*rt of the U. S Public Health Serroe.aa the result of an epidemic
<t pellagra that la now affect las
housands of tba "poor shl;«i" of
ha South because of the "hard
imes" that the cotton, textile, turner.mining, agricultural and ether
nduatriea are experiencing. '
Thla is the situation which PresJlentHarding haa asked the Pub: f 4

«ealtb Service and Red Croea to
" estlsmte and report on 1minedi
iteljr.
Fragmentary reports show o.nclulivelythat pellarra. caused by

sulty unbalanced diet, has inrreae
-»0 per cent ovrr l

ind it Is estimated that at leaal
rases *r»> developing or h^^.

ccurred amonp the low-paid m..rk*»of the South and their fami'iea.
any are unemployed or have had
heir ware* cut one-half o- mr re

one arricultural or

wereMl7 cases of pellagra
May. in comparison with 77

ases during May of last year.
La<*k of information and "slown**.

>f obtaining reports In the district
tffected are hampering the RvslMf
measures that the Public Health
service and the local and State authoritiesare launching In If
sisslppi the 8tatr board of health,
jnder Dr. W. 6. leathers. Is organisinga campaign to eradicate »ne
disease, and the local Red «> .mi
is aiding. The State and national
authorities lack emergency appropriationsthat may be used for reliefmeasures in combating this f<>rm
of star-ration, snd they are forced
to rely on nonofftcial relief.
The ammunition in the 4

against pellagra is food. Xo quarantine*must be established nor ar. f
other precautionary measurer called
for. as in the case of an epidemic
of a contagious disease Pellagra
is not "catching " Although it often
attacks many in the fame community,it is largely an economic dl»paseand the result of an ill-balanced
diet.
-The three ITn. 'meat, meal and

molasses.' are commonly the cause
of pellagra." explains Dr Goldber'fr-"In the Southern States when
times are hard, fat meat, corn meal
and molasses are the principal foods
of many people. If they continue
to live on this diet for any length
of time they are very likely to
become weak and nervous, have indigestionand break out with an
eruption that at first looks vary
much like sunburn.
"Under proper reatment and with

careful nursing, only a small per
rentage of pellagra victims die. but
nevertheless the actual number of
deaths is deplorably large. Food
is the medicine used In pellagra
treatment. Fresh lean meat. milk,
cheese, green vegetables, snd eg-gs
eaten frequently are both the surfcureand the prevention." ^

Pellagra and poverty go hand In
hand. The worst epidemic of dis- g
ease occurred in 191S just after the
outbreak of the European war in
"buy-a-bale" days, when cotton
could not be sold and business In
the South was at a standstill. In
ltl7. when rise in food prioes beganto affect the tables of the
South, there was another aggravation.But with increase in wage*
during the war pellagra decreased
until in 1915-20 there was the smallestamount of this disease since it
was recognised in this country

L<aat year Dr. Goldberger predictedthe present outbreak when it
w-as evident that industrial depressionwas approaching, and only the
drop that has occurred in food
prices prevented the worst outbreak
in the history of the South
"Next year, if conditions should

remain a? they are or if food becomesmore expensive, as some be
lieveit will, we may expect a still

greater number of cas'-s of peTiagra
in the South." Dr. Goldberger states.
"Small savings acquired during the
war years are no* being spent and
exhausted."

Investigations that the Public
Health Service ha?- made during thef
previous epidemics shorn- thst pel!lagra is prevalent where the famil>
income is extremely lorn. and that %
as the im r>m decrease*, the rate of
the disease per thousand of popula|tion becomes greater.
When pellagra became widespreadin the South in and 1909

and vas rc«ognired. many thought
that it was a communicable disea>-.

I but Public Health Service tests coa,ducted by Dr. Goldberger proved
conclusively that it is due to diet

j alone."No germ that can properly be
j considered its cause has ever bees
found. Attempts to give persons
pellsgra by inoculations of blood or

saliva and other body di ^-bargee
from severe cases of pellagra have
failed completely. On the other

i hand, when eleven convicts were fed
on an unbalanced diet < imposed
mainly of biscuit, corn bread, grits.
rice, gravy and syrup, with only a

fern- vegetables and no milk, meat or

fruit, at least six developed the disease.*'Dr. Goldberger says.
in nearly all the Southern States

pellagra is one of the foremost
causes of deaths. In 191<» it ranked
fourth in Mississippi, third in Ala;bama. second in South Carolina. and
that year the diaease had only av|erage intensity.
America is not the only country

.that has this food disease. Wheneverpeople are unable to get tb« »

right variety of food, there p« llagra
is likely to be found vnenian

refugees in Egypt in 191 v re attackedby it. and the British used
the methods of the I* S Public
Health Service la MttfioftUBi I AaIother serious outbreak occurred
among Turkish prlinri ©f war in
a British camp in Egypt and this
was also conquered.
Although a large part of urope

existed on an ill balanced diet sad
suffered other dietary diseayes duringthe mar. it did not h*\r epidemic.*-of pellagra, probably becauseof the coarse vegetables that
are common food there. During the
famine In China, starvation uhually
k il led before pellagra developed,
while those mho received relief
were given well-bslanced food.
While the doctors know that

proper food will cure pellagra, they
are unable to tell Just what factor
in an unbalanced diet is the cause

They know that the lack of vltaimine C, such as occurs in potatoes.
is the cause of scurvy, snd that
beri-heri is due to lack of vitamlne

I B. but research has not yet fully
revealed m'hat Is lacking in the
meat, meal and molasses diet.

W.


